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A SAD AND ASSAULTED HEART, 
: IN КЕЕ 
ТНЕ ТІМЕ ОЕ TEMPTATION. 
| o SHEWING | 
Whence SADNESS naturally arifeth, and how the AssAULTING happeneth. 


The Whole confirmed by feveral PERTINENT and COMFORTABLE TEXTS: 
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Tbere bath no Temptation taken you, but fuch as is common to Man: But God is faithful, 
eho will not Juffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the Temptation alfo 
make a Way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. 1 Cor. x. 13. 


| Bleffed is the Man that endureth Temptation; : for when be is tryed be fhall receive the Crown 
Of Life, which tbe Lord bath promifed to them that love bim. James i. 12. 
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POE HIS ufeful and inſtructive Treatiſe of the bleffed Bebmen on The Four Com- 
Jest HH plexions, is very properly annexed to the preceding Defcription of The Way 
г МАК to Cbrif. For, as the Foundation of the Chriftianity there taught, is laid 
22 in fo deep and earneſt an Exerciſe of Repentance, as fhakes the Soul of the 
2и Г айе natural Man to the Bottom, and by that Concuffion ftirs up and brings to 

his View the foul Dregs of Corruption, that have hitherto lain there un- 
diſturbed: The Horror of this Sight, together with the painful Senfe of Guilt and 
Mifery confequent upon it, which the Author calls the Judgement of the Soul or Con- 
fcience, proves a very fevere Tryal to the young Soldier of Chrift at his firt Enterance 
upon the Warfare, And in fome Inſtances it is a long as well as foarp Proceſs: For it 
may continue on a Man many Years, as J. B. faith in The Bock of Repentance, if be doth not 
carneſtiy and fpeedily put on the Armour of Chrif. This is a very deplorable Condition 
indeed, and fometimes occurs among us at this Day: But in no Subjects fo predomi- 
nantly, as in Souls environed with the melancholy Complexion. Eſpecially if they have 
defiled themſelves with much profs Sin, or taken up erroneous Conceits of their having 
been originally reprobated by God, or having out-finned their Day of Grace. | 


Mi 


This Extremity of Spiritual Diftrefs, of which none can know or conceive the poignant 
Anguiſh and Bitternefs, who have not in fome Degree felt the fame, has here a friendly 
Relief. Every Information is communicated, every Advice given, and every Confolation 
adminiftered, which the unhappy Cafe can well require or admit, fhort of the immediate 
Operation of the Great, and only Sufficient Comforter himfelf. To whofe joyful En- 
terance into the afflicted Soul the Way is here opened and cleared, by the Removal of all 
thofe Doubts and Fears, which arife from the Soul’s Ignorance of its own true Nature 
and Effence, and of its neceffary Subjection, during its Abode in the Body, to the Influ- 
ence of the Aftral Powers, and its own natural Complexion: This beneficial Knowledge 
is in the following little Tract, fundamentally, though briefly, revealed; and that from 
fo Divine a Ground and Authority, and with fo ſatisfactory a Fulnefs and Conviction, as 
to leave no Doubt either of its Truth or Worth. This Treatife, being, as is fignified 
at the Head of the laft Chapter, An Univerfal Mirror or Looking-Glafs, wherein every 
Soul may fee itfelf , and written, juf as it was reprefented by the Light of God's Spirit to the 
hpiritual Underfianding of the Author, 
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Of the Caufe of [piritual Trouble, байле, and Fear. Alfo, what 
` fuch Perturbations, Anxiety, and Fear are, und whence they 
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ufe it liveth in its 
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Cd 2, But the ‘poor Soul is; through the heavy Fall of dam, entered 


4. Theſe four Chambers, or Complexions, as they are commonly termed, of the 
Soul are 1 ^ i: F „„ % A at а eges 
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` же The Cholerick Complexion is of the Fire's Property. It produceth violent Anger, 
Rout Courage, afpiring Pride, ftrong Self-Confidence, and Difregard of all Men. 
t 6, This Form or Complexion, as to the outward World, appeareth in a fiery Light. 
It longeth and laboureth after the Power of the Sun, and would always be Lord and 
Matter. ; Tons : + l E PE | E tat End 
b. E ce we yn : d 
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A Treatife of the Four Complexions. Chap. I. 


П. Of the SANGUINE. 


7. The Sanguine, which hath its Nature according to the Element of Air, is fubtile, 
iendly, chearful, but not of a firm and refolute Mind. It is fickle, eaſily moved from 
one Thing to another, and readily receiveth into its Effence the Property, and Bent or 
Inclination of the Stars. It is naturally chafte, modeſt, and pure, and capable of reach- 
ing, and becoming Mafter of great Myſteries, in and through its fearching Skill an 
Knowledge. we 97 + ware me mh oc mcs оке C RE фы 0 РВ ДВ Ree Ut icon aerae t des oos e e | 


III. Of the PHLEGMATICK. 


8. The Phlepmatick Complexion, taketh, after the Nature of its correfpondent Element 
in the outward World, the Water. It is apt to be heavy, grofs, foft, and yielding. It 
giveth a weak and effeminate Mind: An Apprehenfion rather dull, but retentive of 
what it hath once attained. Knowledge muft be brought into it by much Teaching and 
Inculcation from without. For it does not find it in its own Root. It generally lets all 
Trouble fide off and país by, and cumbereth not itfelf with many Cares. It hath a 
Glimpfe of the Light ; and as to its Temper, is neither fad nor merry, but rather even 
and indifferent. к кун | ЕЕ NE PUE: 

IV. Of th MELANCHOLY. |. | 
Weng" iene ор? UE uen А "ELEME буз бе . 
9. The Melancholy Complexion partaketh of the Property of the Earth, and is as the 

Earth is, cold, hard, dark and hungry after Light. Moreover, it ſtandeth in conti- 
nual Fear of the Anger of GMG. боон ари pe, 
10. For. the Earth and Stones are on the Outſide of the Eternal Eſſentiality. They 
are Subſtances compacted through the kindled Deſire in the Fiat, both according to the 
Angers Property, and alfo according to the Love - Property. There is both Good and 
Exil in the Compaction thereof. ; o T CE 
„ 1. But the Good and Evil ſtand in perpetual Contrariety to each other. For which 
Reafon the Good would always fly from the Evil, as is to be feen in Metals; wherein the 
"Tin&ure is good, but the total Mafs or earthly Body is evil and wrathful. There would 
the Tincture of the Metal always fly from the earthly Part, and uncentre itfelf from it; 
efpécially when the evil Conftellation or ſtarry Influence ftirreth it. This is the Cauſe 
and Ground of the Growth of Metals. For the Tincture driveth their Defire forth from 
itfelf, and it defireth to fy away from it, but getteth in and by its Defire fuch a Cor- 

reity or Subftance as the Spirit or Deſire itfelf is. And hence proceedeth the Metal- 

ick Body. TA 

12. The Melancholy Nature is dark and dry. It yields little Subſtantiality or Cor- 

poreity in itfelf ; but corrodes and conſumes itfelf inwardly in its own Being, and abides 
always in the Houfe of Sorrow and Sadnefs. Even when the Sun ſhines into it, yet it 
is fad in itſelf. It receiveth indeed fome Light and Refrefhment from the Sun's Luſtre 
and Influence, but in the Dark it is ever in Fear and Terrour of God's Judgement. 
. 13% Now if any one of thefe Complexions hath the Predominance in a Man, fo that it 
is his proper Complexion, then doth his noble Jewel the Soul ftand in that Houfe; and 
muft; during the Time of its Life in the Body, if it doth not fully attain the Light of 
God in itfelf, help itfelf with the Light of the Sun; ſeeing in Adam the Divine Light 
Eye became fhut up to it in the earthly Source or Property, into which it entered. 

14. The Soul did in Adam admit into itfelf the outward Complexions, the Spirit of 
the Great World, and of the Stars and Elements. Whence it is now come 10 país that 
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Chap. т. A Treatife of the Four Compleriont. 

in this Life-time thefe dwell one in the other ; the Soul in the Complexions, and they in 
the Soul; yet the one comprehendeth not the other in the Effence. The Soul is deeper 
than the outward Spirit; but during the Time of this Life they hang or cleave one to 
the other; in the fame Manner as do the inward and the outward World, of which 
notwithſtanding the one is not the other; fo neither is the outward Spirit the Soul. 

15. The Soul is in its firít Effence and proper Subítance a magical Fire Source or. 
Property, out of or from God the Father's Nature. It is an intenfe and inceffant Defire 
efter the Light; as God the Father with intenfe Defire from Eternity to Eternity always 
defireth his Heart, viz. the Centre of the Light, and generateth it in and through his 
ек im out of the Fire's Property, as we ісе the Light is naturally generated out 
of the Fire. | 

16. Bat now there сап be no Fire, unlefs there is a Root or Ground for its Subfift- 
ence; which Ground is the Centre of Nature. This the Soul alfo hath in itfelf, and 
burneth forth out of the Forms to Nature; namely, out of the Dark World, which in 
its Source or Property of Defire driveth itfelf on till it reacheth the Fire; and then it 
Hoan the Liberty, viz. the Light; as in the Book of The Threefold Life is fet forth at 

е, be ` 

fe So then the Soul being of itfelf a hungry magical Fire- Spirit, defireth ſpiritual 
Subítantiality or Virtue, in order to fuftain and preſerve thereby its Fire-Life, and 
meeken or allay the raging Hunger of its Fire-Source or Quality. i 

18. Now it is well known, as being forely felt, how it hath with Adam in his Difobe- 
dience, entered into the Spirit of this World, and eaten of it. And therefore Chrift 
became a Man in our Effence, that he might bring it back again, through the Centre 
and through God's Fire, into his Light, viz. into the World of Meeknefs; which 
accordingly in the Perfon and Procefs of Chrift was actually effected. 

19. But feeing the hungry Soul from the Mother's Womb, ftandeth thus involved in 

the Spirit of the Great World in the Complexions ; therefore it eateth, immediately 
from the Birth, yea, even in the Mother's Womb, of the Spirit of this World. 
. 20. The Soul eateth Spiritual Food, viz. of the Spirit of the Forms or Qualities of 
the Complexions; not altogether of their Effence, but magically; it is the kindling of 
their Fire. The Complexion in the Soul's Fire becometh foulifh, or like the Soul. 
They two are as Fewel and Fire one to the other. Underftand by Fewel the Com- 
plexion, and by the Fire the Soul. 

21. Now the Fire muft have Fewel, which muft therefore be either the outward Com- 
plexion, or a Divine Subſtantiality from God's Subſtance. One of theſe it muft eat of, 
or perifh. But it is not pofüble for it to perifh, becauſe it is a Defire. For where a 
Defire is, there ts alfo an Effence or Being ; the Defire maketh itfelf fuch. 

22. Hence we may underítand the Caufe of that infinite Variety which there is in the 
Wills and A&ions of Men. For of whatever the Soul eateth, and wherewith its Fire- 
Life becometh kindled, according to that the Soul's Life is led and governed. 

23. If the Soul goeth out of its Complexion into God's Love-Fire, into the Heavenly 
Subftantiality, which is Chrift’s Corporeity, according to the Angelical Light-World, 
then it eateth of Chriſt's Fleſh, that is, his Heavenly Flefh, or Eternal Subftantiality, 
the Meeknefs of the Light of the Majefty ; in which the Fire of God the Father in the 
Glance or Luftre of the Light maketh a Tincture. 

24. On that Subſtantiality in the Water-Source or Fountain of Eternal Life, concern- 
ing which Chrift faid, He would give us fucb Water to drink, the Soul's Fire feedeth, viz. 
upon the Divine Heavenly Subſtantiality; which in the Tin&ure becometh changed into 
Heavenly Spiritual Blood. 
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ATreatife of the. Four Complexions. Chap. f. 
26. From thence the Soul getteth a. Divine Will, and bringeth the Body to do that, 
which according to its own natural Inclination, and the Spirit of this World, it would 
not do. In fuch a Soul the Complexion ruleth not, but remaineth only i in the inferior 
ficfhly Nature, and bears Sway only over the outward Body. 

26. Such a Man afketh after God's Word, and hath a continual Longing ‘es God. 
His, inward Defire is always to ſpeak of God, and to taíte more and more of his Sweet- 
nefs ; but this Бейге is evermore covered and hindered by his Complexion, fo that he 
liveth іп a.continual Conflict. The Saul ftriveth againft the Complexion, and the Coms 

plexion againſt the Soul, for they are now tied together in one Band. The Complexion 
is ever fecking to enter into the Soul’s Fire, and kindle itfelf therewith, that i it might 
obtain full Lite thereby. 

:27. For when the Soul eateth of God's inward living Word; then is the Complexion, 
as to its operative Life or Power of acting, ſuppreſſed Fand captivated, though indeed it 

is ftill.in itfelf a living Principle. Bot the Soul is fo faithful in the Preſence of God's 
Lac which is the only Help it hath in the Combat, that often- times when it eateth of his 
Love-Lfience, it bringeth an exulting Triumph, and divine Taſte into the Complexion 
itfelf. So that the whole Body is thereby affected, and even trembleth for Joy, being 
elevated to ſuch · a Degree of divine Senfarion; as if it was on the very Borders of 
Paradife. | 

28. But this rapturous State rarely continueth long. The Soul is foon clouded or 
obſcured with ſome what of another Nature, that is infinuated into the Complexion 
through the outward Imagination from the Spirit :of tbe: great World. Of which ie 
maketh a Looking-Glafs, and beginneth to fpeculate therein with its outward Imagination, 
Thus it goeth out from the Spirit of God, and is often bemired in the Dirt, if the 
Virgin of Divine Wifdom doth not call it back again to repent, and return to its firft 


Love. Which Danger is here pointed out, and let before the Soul, asa Warning to it 


to take Feed to its Ways. 
29. For when the Saul imagineth i into, or scoped to, - the Complexion, and fo eat- 


eth thereof, and turneth itfelf from God's Word and Will; then ‘doth it follow the 
Guidance, and act according to the Property and Inclination of the Complexion. 4t 


receiveth all whatfoever is injected from the Conſtellation, or Power of the Stars, into 
the Complexion, or introduced into it, through its Imagination, from the Spirit of the 
great World. It poiſoneth itſelf, through the Deſire in the Complexion, with all out- 
ward Things or Subſtances, with all whatfoever is done in the World either by Words 
or Actions. Such Matter the Defire of the Complexion илеп аз. Fewel into the 
Soul’s Fire, and therewith that Fire is fed and kept alive. 

go. Here we find, how it is that all evil Works burn in the: Fire of God the Father, 
in which the Soul ſtandeth, or hath its Life. What is not agrecable or ermal to the 
Love of God, that the Love cannot receive. 

31. Here too we find, what, and how, Sin is, and how God becometh angry ; namely 


thus :—Whep jn the burning Ground er Life of the Soul {uch Abomination as a Man 


committeth is introduced into him. Which with-holceth his Soul from his Love, and 
maketh its Fire totally dark and blind as to his Wiidom and Light. | 

32. For the Spirit of God entereth not into the burning Fire or Life of che Abomi- 
nation, nor rifeth in the Centre of the Soul till the Soul goeth out again from the Abo- 
mination, and wafheth itfelf anew in the Water of Eternal Life, which is effected in and 
through earnet Repentance. Then indeed it becometh renewed. again in the Fire of 
God's Meekneſs, and in the Holy Spirit, as a new Child; and beginneth. 1 f to uid 
of that Water, and at length recovereth its former Life in Gode: De des : 


# 


К BIGRE КЕЕН IEE ЭКЕЛУГЕ СА ЖОЙ 


* 


+ 
#% а, өг” 
а of 


Chap. 2. A Treatife of the Four Complexions. . e 
; ff . . eate Se 


LE P еж я * 


. | cc pg Ай EE NE se DRA AOS qt uad did gh уңа; 

| „ aet g "The Second Chapter. Pap AEE ор 

0f tbe Four Complexions feverally, with their reſpective Properties, 

what the Soul and the whole Man doth, and, bow they are driven, 

oben: the Soul kindleth sts Fire-Life merely From ‘the Complexion, 
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and the Influence of tbe Stars. 
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I. Of te CHOLERICK COMPLEXION. . 


33. Te nF the Soul's Life be clothed or encompaffed with the Cholerick Com- 
ya & plexion, then it is fiery, fierce, wrathful, aſpiring, and fretful. It 
J i affordeth alfo a Body of a Form and Temper correfpondent to itſelf, 
M X meagre, ill-favoured, fharp, and fubject to Anger, And if the Soul 
ME len, AM imagineth into, or according to, this Complexion, it enflameth the 
Complexion {till more vehemently; the Soul itfelf being of a fiery 

Original and Nature. | | 

34. Then rife up and work in that Man Anger, Pride, Ambition, or Defire of Exaltation 
in Power and Greatnefs ; a Will to tread ali under Foot, to deſpiſe and inſult the Poor 
and Miferable, and to tyrannize over thofe that are fubject to him, not regarding though 
he fhould commit Murther in his Anger, only that the Conftellation or Influence of the 
Stars hinders it; which oftentimes uniting with the Complexion, inje&eth fomewhat into 
the Mind, and preventeth much Mifchief. | 

35. There is great Danger in this Complexion, if the Soul liveth according to the 
outward Imagination. The Bond or Knot is the harder to be broken through, becaufe 
one Fire-Source or Property is thus bound or linked to another ; the Fire-Eflence of the 
Complexion to the Fire-Effence of the Soul. The fierce wrathful Devil likewife hath a 
free and powerful Acceſs to this Complexion ; for the fiery Property is open and ſubject 
tohim. And be alfo is proud, ftately, and envious, as is this Complexion. 

36. O how hardly will the Soul be loofed or freed, when it is once thoroughly kindled 
and inflamed in this Property. The Devil need not tempt it, for it danceth along very 
willingly after his Pipe. phun ( n3 

37. Ie lis not apt to be fad or ſorrowful; becaufe it hath in the Complexion а Fire- 
Light, which it ever fuppofeth to be the Divine Light, and that by walking according 
to it, it walketh in the right Way; while yet it is nothing better than a proud, envious, 
wrathful, violent, imperious, and oppreſſive Will-Spirit, fo long as it is inſpired only by 
the Complexion. 

38. It maketh indeed a fpecious Show, with the Luftre of its Fiery Complexion, and 
in its great Pride and deep Hypocrify would fain pafs for holy. But, O thou Devil in. 
the Form of an Angel, how horribly dark art thou, when the Fire-Light of thy Com- 
plexion goeth out at thy Separation from the Body. NR 


П. Of the SANGUINE COMPLEXION. 


39. The Sanguine Complexion is meek, gentle, lightfome, and chearful, according to 
the Property of the Air. It is imaginative, courteous, frank, mild, and amiable, and. 
reſembleth the inward Life itfelf, from whence theſe Properties are derived into the out- 
ward Man. i | 8 ; i 
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А Treatife of tbe Four Compleriont. Chap. 2, 
40. If the Soul be environed by this Complexion, and fetteth its Imagination there- 
sinto, and will live to it; then it fhoweth itíelf friendly, fubtile, defirous to fearch and 
dive into many Things, into which it hath an open Door; for it receiveth and expe- 
rienceth in the Complexion, all that the Conſtellation, or Influence of the Stars formeth, 
It is naturally chearful, yet foon amazed and confounded at the Terrors of the Fire. 
"Power, but is reſolute іп icfelf, {tiff in its own Thoughts and Opinion, and feeks not the 
Advice or Judgement of others. It hath from the Complexion an acute Underítanding 
according to the outward Spirit. Moreover, it is not apt to do Miſchief in its Anger, 
though toon elevated into Height of Spirit, yet as fuddenly does it fubfide again; jut 
“as the fluctuating Air doth. | 
41. T he Soul that is thus complexioned, fhould be exceedingly watchful ; for the Devil 
is enraged againſt it, being not able in this kii) TE to get much Ground. There. 
fore he endeavours to perplex it with a Variety of Imaginations, that it might not fix its 
Mind and Thoughts upon the Kingdom of God. He prefents divers Things before it, 
in order to engage its Time and Attention; and it accordingly amufes itfelf with various 
Studies and Purſuits. For the Stars caft or inject their Imagination or Influence into the 
‘Air; from whence the Fancy or imaginative Faculty, which is ftrong and powerful in 
this Complexion, getteth many ftrange, wild, and wandering Conceits. 
432. Such а Man leadeth an eafy, ſociable, friendly, peaceable Life with every one, 
yet doth the Devil violently inftigate his Enemies againſt him. Whence he fuffereth 
much; but paffeth eaſily through it, as the ſoft Air glides through all Things; ſo that 
he. is feldom very forrowful or dejected. | 
43. For the fiery Complexion having no Place in his Heart, the Terror doth not bum 
fo fiercely in him. But he fhould particularly beware of Unchaſtity and Idolatry (or 
fixing his Imagination and Affections on any creaturely Perfon or Thing,) for in and 
through thefe Avenues the Devil hath an Accefs even into this Complexion. 


Ш. Of th PHLEGMATICK COMPLEXION. 


44. The Phlegmatick Complexion is according to the Element of Water. If tho Soul 
be clothed with this Complexion, and feedeth the Principle of its Life with it, then doth 
it exhibit a dull, heavy, rude, perverfe Syítem of Manners and Converfation. It dwelleth 
naturally in a grofs Body, and hath a mean Underſtanding; which yet through diligent 
Teaching and clofe Application, may be brought to the Knowledge of common Things, 
if the Lunar Power doth not come acrofs it. For then it is a mere Clod of heavy Earth; 

et through the fame Influence of the Moon it becometh many Times inclinable to 
ickednefs and Mifchief. | 

45. Any Thing may be made of this Complexion. For the Water-Spirit is yielding, 
and fufceptible of any Tin&ure, or Impreſſion, be it good or bad. This Complexion 
maketh likewife an hypocritical Show ot Holinefs, and arrogateth to itfelf the Character 
of a righteous and upright Life, but with a very great Mixture of the contrary. In which 
it refembleth the yielding and fhining Quality of the Water. 

46. The Soul alfo in this Complexion is not eafily drawn into God's Anger, and the 

dark World, which lieth hid in its Centre; but bites more freely and readily at the 
Abominations of the World; and hideth itfelf under the Water-Glance or Luſtre, fup- 
pofing that to be the Brightnefs of the Divine Light, 
47. The Devil can introduce all the Wickednefs which he exercifeth in Hell itfelf 
into this Complexion. Yea, if the Influence of the Stars hindereth not, and the Soul 
itfelf will give him Admifiion, he getteth as much Advantage in this Complexion as in 
she Fire of the Cholerick. For Sin is as lightly regarded here, as a Stream of Water 
that paſſeth away unnoticed, | 
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48. The Devil hath alfo Power even in this Complexion to tempt and affault the Soul 

with Sorrow and Sadnefs, when it giveth Way to him. For he darkeneth or obſcureth 

the Glance or Luftre of the Water with the Foulnefs of the introduced Sins; and fhut- 

teth up the Soul in the Houfe of Darknefs, fo that it cannot behold the Light of God's 

Countenance. Yet if the Soul is refolute and valiant in the Combat, and will with Force 

break open the Doors of its Prifon of Sadnefs, he cannot long ftand his Ground here. 

The Complexion is too weak; he can hold out better in the Fire. 


` IV. Of the MELANCHOLY COMPLEXION. 


49. The Melancholy Complexion reſembleth the fad Earth; of whofe- Property it par- 
taketh, which ever ſtandeth in Fear before the fierce Wrath of God, that came into it 
in the Creation. There is to be found in this Complexion a competent Underítanding, . 
with a more than ordinary Depth of Thought. The Chamber of this Complexion: 
flandeth open, and is capable of great Knowledge, if Sorrow-or Perplexity ſtand not in 
the Way of it. 

50. If the Soul be enclofed and engroffed by this Complexion, fo as to take its Nou- 
rifhment and vital Strength from it, then does its Fire burn very darkly. It drags on a 
Life of Sadneſs; makes little Account of any worldly Pomp or 'Pleafure; but is, by 
reafon of che Complexion, in perpetual Heavinefs and Anxiety. The Devil aſſaulteth » 
it ſorely, and would fain thruit it headlong into the full Depth of his Darkneſs. For 
where Darknefs predominates, there he can and does freely enter. 

51. He fetteth ſtrange Reprefentations and frightful Images before the Soul, and ter- 
tißeth it with his Injections and with horrid Thoughts, that it might defpair of God's - 


Grace. 

52. For the Soul in this Chamber of Melancholy doth not naturally admit into itſelf 
any Thing of which he can make much Advantage; unlefs it depart or fall away from 
God’s Grace, and become carelefs and vain. But if it does fo, then indeed may this 
Complexion help the Sinner forward to be a Thief, a Robber, or a Murtherer, who - 
regardeth Man, God, and the Devil all alike. For if the Soul wilfully falleth away or 
turneth aſide from God's Grace, and giveth itfelf up to the Power and Guidance of the 
Complexion, then is that Man ready to do every Thing that the Influence of the Stars | 
worketh in the Complexion, with which the Devil alfo co-operateth, and mixeth his Ў 
Imagination. | 

53: But while it remaineth in Strife againſt the fad Complexion, there is none of the four 
baturally lefs open to finful Abominations. For it is always in Strife againſt the Devil, 
u knowing and feeling that it hath him for a very near Neighbour. | 

54. For the Darkneis is its proper Habitation y amd therefore it is that he can and doth < 
fo readily aſſault and tempt the melancholy Soul: He would either keep it in the Dark: 
nefs, or throw it down from its Hope and Truft in God into Defpair, that it might give 
over the Conflict. For he knoweth well enough what the Soul can do, if it kindlerk 
the Light of God in itfelf ; that сап utterly burn up and deftroy his ſtrongeſt Hold. 
Whereby he would ftand in great Shame, and his crafty Wiles be made maaiteft and 


expofed. , 
55. There is no Complexion in which the Devil's Will and Suggeftions may be more 
clearly difcovered, if the Soul be once enlightened with the Light of God, than in 
the Melancholy: As the Tempted, who have refolutely and ſucceſsfuliy ftormed his For 
very well know. In this Complexion of their Nature, thus enlightened, they prefently . 
fee what a foul fhamelefs Bird he is. And after fuch a Defeat, he is not fuddenly for- 
ward to come near the Soul again, unleſs he findeth it upon its own Ground, that is, » 
ſecure and negligent, and returning into the Houle of Sin. Then indeed he co perh « 
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fawning. upon it like a Dog, that it might not know him. He ftreweth Sugar upon its 
Food, making it believe all it doth to be right and good, till he can bring it again into 
the Complexion, to cat the Food of Sorrow there 
- 56. Oh how fubtilly and malicioufly doth the Devil fpread his. Nets for the unwary 
Soul, as a Fowler for the Birds! Oftentimes he terrificth it in its Prayers, eſpecially in 
the Night, when it js dark, injecting his Suggeftions into it, and filling it with. fearful 
А pprehenfions that the Wrath of God is ready to fcife and deſtroy it. Thus he maketh 
a Show as if he had Power over the Soul of Man, and as if it was his Property, whereas 


° he hath not Power to touch a Hair of his Head. Ualeſs the Soul itſelf рк and 


by that Means giveth itfelf up to him, he dareth not fpiritually and really ſeiſe or even 
touch it. Only with the Imagination, indeed, through the Complexion, he can flip or 
thruft his Temptations into it. с Е an 

57. And indeed the Reafon why he fo tempteth and affaulteth the melancholy Soul is, 
that its Complexion-Chamber is dark. For he cannot infinuate his Imagination into the 
Light; which is more predominant in the other three Complexions. So that he cannot 
do it there, but by or through Man's own Sin. But into this Complexion he can readily 
and eafily introduce his Influence, it being of a Nature or Quality fo near and congenial 
to his own. For the dark Defire of this Complexion produceth Darkneſs, which hath 
Fear or Terror in it; becaufe of the Property of the crude rough Earth fo predominant 
therein. Was it not on this Account, he would have no more Right or. Power in this 
than in the other Complexions. As it is, he can effect no more with and in the Imagina 
tion, than to terrify a Man, and make him fad and fearful. ee r 
. 58. But the Devil hath more than one Kind of Temptation for the melancholy Soul. 


For, if he cannot perſuade it abfolutely to defpair of God's Mercy, and fo to give up 


itfelf to him that Way, he bringeth it, when over-burthened with Fears and fad Appte- 


 henfions about its prefent State and future Doom, and impatient under the Weight 


thereof, to Thoughts and Defigns of Sclf-Murther. For he dareth not deſtroy a Man, 


The Man himſelf muft do that. For the Soul hath Free- Will. If it reſiſteth the Devil, and 


will not do as he counfelleth it, then, however he may tempt, yet hath he not Power to 
touch even the outward and ſinful Body. He boaſteth himielf of fuch Power, but he 
isa Liar. If he had it he would foon fhow it. Ad sus 

59. But itis not fo. Chrift hath by his entering into Death, and the dark Dungeon 
of Hell, opened the Gates of Heaven to all Souls; every one may now freely enter im 
The Devil's Chain with which he bound and tied the Soul in Adam, is become broken ов 
the Croſs. O how unwilling is that grand Enemy of Souls to hear of the Crofs ! which, 
if ſeriouſiy and earneftly applied in the Work both of Faith and Mortification, is deadly 


Poiſon to him. | 


бо. The Devil is ever objecting to the melancholy Man the Heinoufnefs of his Guilt, 
and how impoffible it is for him to obtain God's Pardon and Grace; and thereupon 
prompting him to deſpair, and in Confequence to flab, drown, hang himſelf, or any 
other Way put an End to his miferable Life; that he (the Devil) may thereby get an 
Accefs or Enterance into the deluded Victim’s Soul. For otherwife he neither dares nor 
can touch it. А ЖАТУ ЖК ed 

61. But if he can prevail upon it actually and fully to confent to fuch his Suggeſtions, 
fo as to reſolve to put them in Practice, then is he as the Executioner that bindeth the 
Prifoner, and bringeth him forth to Death. Yet {till he dareth to execute nothing upon 
it, until by fuch actual Suicide, it hath put itſelf into his Power. 
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Shewing bow to deal with the Prince of Darknefs, when he tempteth 
be Poor Soul to Deſpair. " 


“e WELW MN HE Devil is a ftubborn, proud, ſtately Spirit; and а Man cannot 
pr repel him more effectually, than by selling him with a chearful, bold, 
N50 T Y and courageous Heart, without fhewing the leaft Fear of him; for he 
car X hath not the Power of a Straw. Defpife him only ; reproach him with 
K the Shame and Depth of his Fall; tell him, of how fair and glorious 
an Angel, he is now become a black Devil. 

~ .63. When he firft cometh, difpute not with him at all; when he prefenteth to thee 
the Regifter or Catalogue of thy Sins, and pleadeth his Power over, and Right of Ac- 
cefs to thee, thereby, give him no Anfwer to that Point. But when he affaulteth thy 
Soul, by inje&ing into its Imagination evil Thoughts of God, together with the Horror of 
its paft Sins, and maketh as if he would fnatch thee away in a ſudden and terrible Flafh of 
Lightning; then bear up with frefh Courage againſt him, and fay, Whence comeft thou, 
thou black Wretch? I thought thou hadſt been in Heaven, among the Angels, bow comeſt thou 
to be expelled from thence, and loaded with the Regifter or Catalogue of God's Anger ? I thought 
thou hadh been a Prince in God; bow art thou then become bis Executioner? Is fo fair an 
Angel become а bafe Executioner? Fye upon thee, what Ба} thou to do bere with me? 
Away to the Angels in Heaven, if thou art God's Servant. He on thee, avaunt bence, thou 
fervile Executioner of God's Wrath: Go to thine own Angels, thou baſt nothing to do bere. 

This Potion, I truft, he will readily {wallow ; it is for his Health. 

64. But if he will not flinch for this, but ftill read unto thee the Regifter or Catalogue 
of thy Sins; then бапа boldly before him, and fay, Hearken! read this in Anfwer to that 
‘Charge : The Seed of the Woman fball bruife or crufh the Serpent's Head. Canſt thou not find 
it? Stay a little, I will kindle a Light to Ьер thee. It fandeth recorded in the Beginning of 
the Bible, in the fame Place with Adam's Fall. For the Woman's Seed fall crufa or bruife 
thy Head. This is the fecond Potion for him to take. 

65. Perhaps he will not yet give back, but go on to urge that thou art a great Sinners 
and haft wilfully and purpofely committed this or the other great Sin, well knowing that 
it was fo; and моцай be outwardly covering thy Filthineis all the while with the fair 
Mantle of God's Grace; whereas the Principle of God's Anger was at the fame Time 
kindled in thee ; and that thou art therefore now the Devil's own. 

66. Thus through the Injections from the Devil's Imagination is the poor Soul many 
Times terrified, and brought to think itfelf fo heinous a Sinner, that God bath forfaken 
it becaufe of its Sins, and that the Devil will fetch it away, and caft it into the Pit of 
Hell! Which dreadful Apprehenfion maketh it exceedingly afraid of him. 

67. But now, when he cometh in this fo very frightful a Guiſe, take to thee once more 
a courageous Mind, from the Spirit of Chrift; and fay, I bave fill a Medicine for thee, 
Satan, that may, if thou canft ufe it, belp thee to thy former Angelick State. Here take it 
into thee, and fay to thyſelf, if thou canſt, The Blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all our 
Sins; and again, The Son of Man is come to feck and to fave that which is loft. ) 

68. What would? thou Devil give for this precious Remedy, That Сой in thee was become 
205 or incarnate? I.beve always an open DAC of Grace into that ЫЙА Redemption, but > 

oL. IV. i | 
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` shou baf not. Thou art only a Lyar у away bence, thou baft nothing in me. Though it is true, 


J am a Sinner, yet the Guilt is chiefly thine. Thou, through thy Deceit and Treachery, didî 
„work tbe Sin in ne. Take then to thee that which is thine — the Sin. The Sufferings and 


' Death of Jefus Chrift are mine. He is become Man on Purpofe to deliver us from the Guilt 


and Power of Sin. Thou bafi wrought the Sin in me; that keep for thyfeif, and my Lord 
Jefus Chrif bath wrought in me, in my Nature, the Rigbteoufnefs, which availeth before 
Cod; that I keep for myfelf. His Sufferings and dying for Sin ате mine: He bath died for my 
Sin which I bave committed, and is rifen again in bis Rigbteoufnefs у and bath comprifed my 
Soul in bis Satisfadlion. Cbriſt is in me, and I am in bim; and my Sin is in thee, and theu 
art in Hel... =. es. Í n mE „+, Moe жеңе лб Кы СЫМ os 
. 69. Infult over him fill further, and fay, Fair Angel, that wouldf not fay ene Day ia 
Heaven: Theu waft an Hitrarcb there, and now vaunteſt thyfelf with tbe Catalogue of the 
Silty Sins of Men. Thou vile Executioner, take away my Sins in thy beggarly Wallet; thoy 
‘art only a Receiver and Bearer of Sins, carry them to the Anger of God, which ts thy Lord 
and Mafter. So ай I be rid ef them, and Chrifi’s Merits only remain with me. 

yo. Chriftfaid, My Sheep are in ту Hands, and none can take them from me, the Father 
who balb given them to me, is greater than all. 

71. O thou once fair Angel; bow art thou now fallen and become a meer Bearer of the Wal. 


Met of Sins! of a Prince a beggarly Slave! Hence with thy Load of Wickednefs, and take 


‚тїнє а/о along with thee. Tlcu needeſt nothing but the Abominations of Sin; thou baf me 
Part in ту Soul. Here I fiand, devour me if thou canft. 
72. But fee, I bave a Mark or Sign in me; that is, the Sign of the Crofs : On which Chrif 


‚ flew Sin and Death, and defiroyed Hell, and bound thee its Prince, as a Prifoner in Gods 


Anger. Swallow this Potion with tbe reſt; and then thou mayeſi become a fair Angel again. 

. 23. Let not thy Thoughts difpute with him ; neither be thou afraid of him. | But be 
Ud ipn and bold, whether it be by Day or by Night. He dares do thee no Harm, 
though thou infulteft him in the moſt taunting and bitter Manner imaginable, if he 
giveth thee Provocation fo to do. Otherwife inſult him not. eris 
В pa If the Sadnefs or Fear of the Soul be not accompanied with a Degree of outward 
Affrightment and Difmay, then the Devil is not there; but it is only the Soul's own Ter- 


тог at the inward Stirrings and Motions that arife in, and from the dark Abyfs, or 


‘awakened Principle of God's Wrath in itfelf. Oftentimes when the melancholy Com- 
plexion is kindled by the fierce and wrathful Influence of the Stars, the Soul thinketh 
that the Devil is prefent with it, when it is по fuch Thing. 2 

75. When he cometh, he cometh either clothed with his own proper Array of Terror, 
or in the Guife of an Angel of Light, or rather in the fawning Way of a Dog. : 
76. If he cometh to thee in the Dark, and on that Account afirighteth thee the more, 
quit not the Place for him, fly not from him; he is not of fuch Confequence as that a 
Man fhould thus give Way to him. Pur, d T аул, 

77. Mock and ſcorn him even in the Darknefs, and fay, Art thew there? I thought 
thou badh been an Angel of Light, and deh thou fiand there, leering in tbe Dark like a Thief? 


ter for thee than this. И he comes to thee as himíelf, in his natural Form or Garb 
Terror, receive him in this Manner. Otherwiſe give him not, by cauſeleſs Provocation, 
any Occaſion to approach thee. | ЭЕ 
79. A courageous Man who flincheth not from him, he doth not eafily terrify; efpe- 
cially if he oppofe and ſcorn him. For the Devil is ſtill a proud Spirit, and would always 
be Lord of the Place, wherever he is. If a Man will not give Way, and depart from 
him, he is foiled and difappointed, and will not ſtay long there. But if he goeth away 
with a Stench, then leave the Place inſtantly, and fay, Гуе on thee, thou foul Сай], kow 


* 


Z it be the Filth and Stench of Sin that thou locket after, there are many Places fouler and 
ht 
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frongly dof thou fuel of thy Dungeon? Thus repulſed, he will not come again in Hafte 


with his Blufter. 8 


79. Let thy Mind hold no Manner of Difpute with him; he js not worth ſo much 


Notice. Imprint only this one fimple Text or Saying on thy Memory: The Blood of 
Jefus Chrif tbe Son of God maketh us clean from all cur Sins, Thou Һай Argument enough 
here, and needeft no other Comfort. T у 

8о. Wrap up all thy Thoughts therein; let no other proceed from thy Heart. Let 
the Devil ſuggeſt to thee, or inſinuate into thy Imagination, what he will, believe aH} he 
faith to be a Lie; but that Saying or Text to be a fixed and certain Truth. Hold faſt 
that as thine own, in Spite of all his fly Whifpers and Suggeſtions to the contrary. 


81. Do not feek after many Arguments, or Texts of Scripture, againſt his Affaults of ; 
Terror; he is too fubtle or crafty for thee in that Matter. For he teareth the firít and: 


and beft out of thy Heart, that thou ſhouldſt forget it, or doubt of it. Wrap but thy 
Soul into that one; it is ftrong enough to withſtand him. If thou wrappeſt thy Soul 
thereinto, thou mayeft eafily put him to Shame; he cannot touch thee, neither will he 
ftay long with thee. If thou doft not give Place to him, then he becomes to the Fiends 
employed as his Agents among Mankind, a Scoff and a Laughing-ftock, as alfo to the 
holy Angels. But in general he will not keep his Ground long enough to bear all this 
Infult and Scorn. So that if thou doft thus manfully reff him, be will flee from thee, as 
the Scripture faith. 5 с . 2E 

$2. Often then repeat that one Saying or Text; fix and lay it up in thy Heart, and 
ftrengthen from thence thy Courage againſt him. The Spirit which heh hid in that 
holy Text will aſſiſt thee well enough. Though thy Soul tremble before him, yet re? 
him even in the fierce Wrath, his own Principle. Thou mayeít venture dy Life 
upon it, nothing will hurt thee. He dareth ufe no Force, nor indeed hath he any. He 
d dareth, nor is able to do any Hurt to the Soul, during the Time of its Life in 

© Body. ; | | | 

83. For Chrift hath opened the Door of Grace; which accordingly now ftandeth open in 
and to the Soul of every poor Sinner, while he liveth upon the Earth. Chrift did in his 
own Soul break open that Iron Gate, which was {ай fhut in the Soul of Man, through 
God's Anger awakened therein. Pr 7 

84. Now all Souls have a Communion or Sympathy with that one Soul of Jefus Chrift. 
They come all out of, or from one original Root ; and are all tozether but as one Tree 
with many Branches. "Therefore his breaking open that Enclofure, and the Grace or 
Benefit thereby obtained, is derived from him into and upon all Souls, even from Adam 
to the laft Man that fhall be. The Door of Grace ftandeth open in, and to them all. 
God himíelf hath barred it up to none: Nor is it indeed ſhut to any, but to thofe who 
voluntarily exclude themſelves. The Mark or Sign of his Enterance into the Humanity, 
or taking upon himſelf the human Nature, is manifeſted in, and to all Souls. And 
therefore the Neglect and Contempt of it will be a Charge and Evidence againfl the 
Ungodly at the Day of Judgement. ; NODE NE 

85. Though our Sins, as Iſaiab faith, were.as Scarlet, yet the Door of Grace and Mercy 
ſtandeth open to every Sinner, for in his Converfion they fhal! become white as Snow. 
The fame Prophet Jfaiah faith alſo, Cam a Woman forget ber fucking Child, that fhe foould 
zot bave Compaffion on the Son of ber Womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will not I forget thee: 
For bebold I bave graven or figned thee upon the Palms of my Hands; that is, in his Hands 
pierced throug 
the Soul of all Souls. i Ке УУ © + 

86. Now if any will not come and lay himfelf therein, but will contemn the 
Print or Mark of Chrift’s Wounds, or fuffer 55 Devil to cover and hide it from him, 

: : ` E te wena: 2. t. asap E Me сама pate . 20 


gh with Nails, and in the Wound of his Side, he hath marked or ſigned 
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be is himfelf in Fault. But, though the Devil doth cover it, yet it fill ftandeth graven 


or imprinted in the greateft Sinner that is in the World. For Z/aiab faith in the Spirit of 
Chriſt: Though а Mother foould forget ber Child, which fhe can very hardly do, yet be 


H 


dull not forget bis Love and Grace, promifed, yea, given to Man. 


‚ 87. He hath not forgotten any Soul, though it were Blood-red with Sin :. For he hath 
engraven or imprinted it in his Blood and Death; not fome Souls only, but the whole 
Tree of the human Soul, with its Root and Branches. As Sin came from One upon All, 
fe. alfo came the Rigbteoufnefs through Cbriſt upon All. As Sin paffed from One upon All te 
per ) Jo aljo tbe Righteoufnefs out of Cbriſ paſſed from One upon All to Life, faith the 
A poſtle. : A UR EN ure 

[m But that all Men partake not of this Benefit is through their own Fault. Their 
Will is free; and Ged willeth that all Men ſbould be faved; the Pfalmift alío faith, Thog 
art not a God that wille Evil: To which may be added God's own Declaration of him- 
{elf by his Prophet Ezekiel: As I live, faith the Lerd; I will not the Death of a Sinner; 
‚ 89. Therefore fhould no Soul think or fay within itfelf, the Meafure of my Sin is full; 
God bath forfaken or rejected me, I cannot be faved, O NO. Не hath imprinted thee in 
his Hands, in the Wounds, Marks, or Prints of the Nails. Thou art a Branch grow. 
ing on the great Tree of all Souls, and haft Sympathy and Communion therewith, as a 
Branch with the Tree. All the Time that thou liveft in this World, even fo-long as thou 
art clothed with Flefh and Blood, thou ftandeth in that Tree, and partakeſt of the 
redeemed Nature and Virtue there. Guba ts mai itat d 
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Of the Temptation arifing from the Complexion and Influence of the 
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* FAA JEL Temptation cometh: not from the Devil, efpecially that which at- 
УЖ sess, УХ tacketh melancholy Men, moft of whofe Sorrow or Sadneſs proceed- 
З 1 ^ eth from the Imagination of the Soul. Which being forced to take 
© cul ©; up its Abode in a melancholy Inn or Lodging, is eafily made fad and 
SUY 5 heavy thereby; and brought to think that God hath forgotten or for- 
AIR , : 
{акеп it, and will not accept it. 

91. For the melancholy Complexion i$ naturally dark. It hath no Light of its own, as 
the other Complexions have. Yet this complexional Darknefs is not of the Effence or 
MOTA Ad the Soul; itis only the Soul's Dwelling-Houfe, during its fojourning in the 
earthly ^ ij | ^ Ис. "E. 

92. Therefore the Soul's Holinefs or Righteouſneſs is not at all founded on the Com- 
p nor depends upon it, but has its Root and Ground in Heaven, or in the inward 

eavenly Principle wherein God dwelleth : According to that of St. Paul to the Philippians з 
Our Converfation is in Heaven. This Heaven, where God dwelleth, is not manifeited in 
the Complexion, but only in itfelf, in the Second Principle. | | 
93. It often rs gee that the moft holy Souls are thus afflicted and overwhelmed 
with Sorrow. God indeed permits it fo to be, to the End that they may be proved; and 
vreſtle the more earneſtly for the triumphal Crown or noble Garland of Victory. 
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94. For the Crown of Triumph with which the Soul is rewarded and adorned after. 
having taken Heaven as it were by -Storm, and through much Conftancy and Perfeve- 
rance in the Conflict here; is much more noble, bright, and glorious, than that which is 
not obtained till after the Death of the Body, but is then Grit fet upon it. | 

95. For the Revelation of Jefus Chrift faith, M boſoever overcometh, to bim I will give 
tu fit with me upon my Throne, as I bave overcome, and am fet with my Father upon bis Throne. 
Allo, Whofcever overcometh, to bim will I give to eat of the bidden Manna, and will give bim 
a good Telimen y and with that Teſtimom a New Name Written, which none knoweth but be 
that bath received it. 

96. But to return tothe natural Caufe of Sadnefs in the melancholy Complexion. There 
often happeneth a malignant Conjunction of the Stars, or an Eclipfe of the Sun and 
Moon. Which Conjunction or Afpect, if it falleth out in an earthly Sign, and Mars 
cafteth his poifonous Rays or baleful Influence thereinto, then does the Influence of this. 
evil Conjunction mightily difturb and terrify а Soul that is involved or immerfed in the 
melancholy Complexion. It is kept thereby in continual Apprehenfion that the fierce Anger 
of God, orthe Devil is at Hand, ready to devour it. | 

97. For feeling in the Complexion the venomous Rays of Mars, and finding itſelf 


placed in a dark Inn or Lodging, it beginneth to fear that God hath rejected or repro- ` 


bated it, and will not accept it; efpecially when it'imagineth or fearcheth fo deeply into 
the Complexion, as to eat of the Poifon of Afars, and enkindle its Fire-Life there- 


with. ‘Then indeed there ariſeth in it moft bitter Anxiety, and Fear of the Devil and | 


God's Anger. 


98. Then it beginneth to fpeculate, and to think that God hath not predeftinated or 


elected it in Chrift to Eternal Life. It is fo dejected, that it dareth not lift up its Coun- 
tenance to God; but crieth out continually that it is one of the greateft Sinners, and 
that the Door of Grace is fhut againſt it. And yet all this is nothing elfe in Reality but 


a Phantafy arifing from the Complexion difturbed by a malign Influence of the Stars, 


which thus vexeth or tormenteth the Soul-. 
99. For when the Spirit of the Great World, hath through the Conſtellation or Power 
of the Stars, infinuated itfelf into the Complexion, it playeth its juggling Tricks in it, 


and introduceth ſtrange Fancies into the Imagination; fo that the Soul inwardly afflict- 


eth or tormenteth itfelf, and the outward Spirit alfo at length totally inflameth itfelf in 
its earthly Source or Quality. Whence it cometh to pafs that the Wheel, or third Form 
inthe Centre of Nature is fet fo violently upon the Whirl, that the Spirit cannot lay hold 
of, fo as to fix and ftay, the hurried T houghts and Senfes. This inflamed Agitation of 


the Mind is that which properly conftituteth Phrenſy or Madneſs, and oftentimes feizeth ` 


on melancholy People. 


100, Now when the Devil ſeeth that Effect wrought, he infinuateth his Imagination 


thereinto, and thereby agitateth and tormenteth the Soul ſtill more and more. But he 
hath no Authority or Power over it; only that which is the Source or Principle of 
Anxiety in the Soul, is the very Souice or Quality of his Life: And he is therefore a 
ready and prefent Gueft in fuch a Lodging. For, except in this Source or Principle, he 
ftandeth in total Contrariety to the human Nature. 


101. Therefore let no one that is thus tormented with the Temptation of Sadnefs 


arifing from his Complexion, imagine that his Anguifh and Trouble of Mind, procced- 
eth from any Principle of Anger, or Want of Mercy, in God. For it is nothing elle 


but a Phantafy cauted in his imagination by the Complexion of his Nature, and the 


Influence of the Stars upon it. 2, 
102. For we daily fee that the то foul and fat Swine of the Devil’s Herd that wal- 


low every Day and Hour in Sin, are not fo tempted and troubled. The Reafon is, they 
have an outward Light in the Complexion, wherein they dance after the Devil, appears 
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ing to them under the Form of an Angel. But fo long as there is the leaft Spark of 


Divine Light glimmering in any Man, which doth defire the Grace of God, and would: 


fain partake of his Salvation, fo long God’s Door of Grace ftandeth open in and to him, 
тоз. For he that is forfaken or rejected by God, whofe Meaſure of Sin is full, regard- 


„eth neither God, Man, nor Devil; but is ftark blind, and goeth on in a Courie of 


Careleſſneſs, Vanity, and Wickednefs, without Fear. He obſerveth a cuftomary Round 
of formal Worfhip, in which he rets. А Beaít goeth into the Church, and a Beaít 
cometh out again. Не hath no experimental Knowledge of God; but all his Religion 
is mere Conceit, Opinion, Fiction, and Cuftom, and that he looks upon, and truſts to, 
as his Sanctification. | г "EM 

104. Hence may the melancholy Mind perceive, that God doth not fo fully manifeft 
his Anger in this Life. For although the Ungodly are indeed punifhed in this Life, yet 
they receive not their Chaſtiſements as inflicted by the Hand of God, but as Misfortunes, 
happening to them by Chance and Accident. 

105. But that the Trouble of Mind here fpoken of is rather a Subject of God's Pity 
than Wrath, that of the Prophet J/aiab doth fufficiently evince: Who treating of the 
Perfon and Spirit of Chrift, faith, He will not break the bruifed Reed, nor extinguifb the 
fmoking Flax, or enkindled Tinder. A comfortable Proof of the fame Truth is like- 
wife to be feen in that bleffed Call and Promiſe of Jefus Chrift himſelf, in St. Mattbew's 
Gofpel, Core to me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. Take 
my Yoke upon уси and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in Heart, fo foall ye find Ке} unto 

our Souls. | 
и Now the Yoke or Crofs of Chrift is no other than the Crofs of Nature and Providence; 
that is to fay, whatever befals a Man, either in the ordinary Courſe of Nature, or by the 
more efpecial Order of Providence, whether it be inward or outward Temptation, Per- 
fecution, Cares, Troubles, Neceſſities, Sicknefs, Pain, and Affliction, either of Body 
or Mind. This is the Yoke or Crofs which a Man is required to sake up and carry after 
Cbriſt with Patience, cafting himfelf upon the Love and Mercy of God, with full Re- 
fignation thereunto. And then the Affliction, whatever it be, is fo far from hurting the 
Soul, that it does it much Good. 

106. For while it ſtandeth in the Houfe of Sorrow, it is not in the Houſe of Sin, or 
in the Pride, Pomp, and Pleafure of the World. For God holdeth it in with the Tri- 
bulation, as with a paternal Reſtraint, from the finful Pleafure of this World. And it 
it muft be in Trouble and Sorrow for a little while, alas! what does it amount to? How 
foon will it be releafed from its mournful Prifon, and receive the triumphal Crown of 
everlafting Joy? 

107, O Eternity, thou art very long! What is it for a Soul to be in Affliction for a 
Moment, and afterwards to receive an exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory? For 
God will wipe away all Tears from the Eyes of bis redeemed People. As long as there is a 
fingle Spark of good Defire in the Soul, which panteth or longeth after God's Spirit, fo 
long is God’s Spirit in chat little Spark. 

108. For a Man’s breathing and panting after God cometh not from the prefent cor- 
supted Nature of Man himfelf, but is the drawing of the Father in his Son Jefus Chriit 
to himſelf. The Holy Spirit is itfelf the Divine Defire. No Man can defire God with- 
out his Spirit, which is in the Defire, and keepeth ftedfaft the Will of the Бейге in 
God, whereby the poor Soul is preferved from falling away. | 

109. St. Paul faith, We know not what we foould {peak before Ged when we pray; but 
the Spirit of God belpeth us mightily with Sighs and Groans unutterable, according as it pleafetb 
Ged. Why fhould we then any longer doubt of his Grace, and Good Wili towards us, 
when he is always more willing and ready to receive us into his Mercy, than we arc to 
go to him? » 
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110. Do but obferve what the Father did to the Joft Son, who had wafted the Inhe- 
ritance or Portion which he had received from him, with the fatted Swine of the Devil, 
and was become a naked filthy Swineherd. How as foon as he faw the Prodigal returning 
to him, he fell about his Neck and kiffed him, faying, This my dearly beloved Son, whom 1 
bad loft, is come bome again, be was dead, and is become living. blow he commanded all 


his Houfehold to make a Feaft, and to rejoice with him, for the Recovery of his loft - 


Son. This Parable Chrift himſelf holdeth out to us as a true and comfortable Repre- 
fentation of the Divine Mercy and Pardon ready for penitent Sinners, and telleth us, 
that there is more Foy in the Kingdom of Heaven among the Angels of God, for one Sinner that 
repentetb, than for ninety-nine juſt Perfons that need no Repentance. 

111. Now the loft Prodigal Son is no other than the poor finful Man, when he be- 
cometh fenfible how great a Sinner he hath been, and purpofeth to betake himſelf to 
God's Mercy. Then doth our dear and loving Father in Chrift thus run to meet him, 
and receive him with great Joy. ‘The Angels alfo and the bleffed Souls in Heaven 
rejoice exceedingly, that a precious Soul of a dear Brother is come to them out of the 
Houfe of Sin and Death. 

112. The troubled Soul is apt to perplex and torment itſelf, becaufe it cannot open 
by its Defire the Spring of Divine Joy in the Heart. It figheth, lamenteth, and fear- 


eth that God will have nothing to do with it, becaufe it cannot feel the Comfort of his. 


fenfible Prefence. It looketh too on other Men who are Fellow-travellers with it in the 
fame Chriftian Pilgrimage, and feeth them chearful and merry, and thereupon con- 
ceiving that their Chearrulnefs proceedeth folely from a Divine Principle of Love and 


Joy in their Souls, it taketh up an Opinion that itfelf is not accepted or chofen, but 
rather rejected, by God. It will needs feel the comfortable Prefence of God in the. 


Heart. 
113. Before the Time of my Ilumination and high Knowledge, it was juft fo wth me. 
I. went through a long and fore Conflict before I obtained my noble Garland; and then 
did I firft learn to know how God dwelleth not in the outward flefhly Heart, but in the 
Centre of the Soul in himfelf, or his own Principle. 

114. Then) alfo I firit perceived in my interior, or inward Spirit, that it was God 


himſelf who had thus drawn me to him in and by the Defire, Which I underftood not 


before, but thought the good Бейге had been my proper own, and that God was far 
diſtant from us Men. But afterwards I clearly found, and rejoiced to find, how it is 
that God is fo gracious to us; and therefore write this for an Example and Cantion to 
others, not in the leaſt to give Way to Defpair, when the Comforter delayeth his coming, 
but rather think of that confolatory Encouragement left to us in David's Pſalm, Heavi- 
` nefs may endure for a Night, but Foy cometh in tbe Morning. 


_ 115. It hath fared no otherwife with the greateft Saints of God. They were forced. 


to wreftle long and earneftly for the noble Garland. With which indeed no Man will be 
crowned, unlefs he wreftle and ftrive for it, and overcome in the Conflict. 

116. It is indeed depofited or laid up in the Soul; but in the Second Principle; 
whereas the Soul itſelf as to its Effence and Life, ftandeth fixed in the Firft. ‘Therefore 
if it will put on that Crown in the Time of this mortal Life, it muſt wreftle for ic. 
And then, if it doth not obtain it, in this World, yet it will certainly receive it, after 
it has put off this earthly Tabernacle. For Chrift faith, Jn the World ye pall bave Anxiety 
and Trouble, but in me Peace. And, Be of good Comfort, I bave overcome the World. 


117. The noble and precious Pearl lieth in many a tempted and troubled Mind, much 


nearer to the Birth and Manifeftation, than in fome who fuppofe themfelves to be in the 
full Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of it. But it withdraweth and hideth itfelf in the Dark-. 


“nels of fuch Souls, and refufeth to fhine forth, But let not that frighten or trouble any 
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-not continue any longer in the earthly Defire. 
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pt 18 where it is in the fulleſt Reality and Meaſure, there it will make the leaf Show 
itfclf. : : 
. 318. It hideth itfelf for this Reafon, that the Soul in its vehement Hunger and anxious 
Defire after it, fhould feek it with the greater Earneftnefs ; and by that Means partake 
the more fully of its refrefhing Spirit, and regenerating Virtue. For Chrift faith, Seek, 
end then you fall find, knock, and then it will be opened ито уси: And in another Place, 
My Father will give the boly Spirit to them that afk bim for it. Lay hoid with a moft 
affured Faith, and firm Confidence on this Promife of God; and though thy mifziving 
Heart faith abfolutely No to it, yet be not thou prevailed on to let go thy Hold of it. 
119. For to believe is not to be filled with Joy in the flefhly Heart and outward Com- 
lexion, or for the Mind and Animal Spirits to be fo elevated as that Heart and Reins 
eap for Joy. This is not true Faith, but only Love-Glances or Emanations from the 
Holy Spirit, a tranfient Glimpfe or ſudden Flafh of the heavenly Life, that is not fteady, 


or permanent. 


120. For God dwelleth not in the outward Heart or Complexion, but in himfelf, in 
the fecond Centre or Principle, in the Jewel of the Soul, that noble Image or Likenefs 


of God, which is hidden in this outward World. 


121. But the true Faith is, when the Spirit of the Soul with its Will and Defire, en- 


tereth into, and thirfteth after, that, which it neither feeth nor feeleth. 


122. Obſerve: The Soul as to its own Effence, ſtandeth not in Time, or the temporal 
Nature; yet doth it fend the fubtle Will-Spirit, which originateth out of its Fire- Life, 
thereinto. Inthat very Will-Spirit the Pearl is conceived; and then the Soul’s Fire doth 

- 123. For as long as the Pearl remaineth in the Will-Spirit, fo long is the good Defire 
in the Soul. For that little Pearl is a Spark of tho-Divine Love; it is the drawing of 


„the Father in his Love. 


124. The Soul therefore fhould ftand firm in its Defire towards God; though the 


.outward Reafon from or out of the dark Complexion flatly oppofeth it, and denieth the 


Prefence of God to be in it. For was not God prefent in the Soul, it could have no 
Will or Defire after him. For where God is not in the Spirit of the Will, there the 
Soul is as it were quite blind and dead to God. It feeleth no Want or Defire of God at 


all, nor any Wifh to partake of his Nature, but liveth and fporteth in the Heaven of 


its own outward Light, and rational Powers and Operations. In which Condition it is 
only a more fubtle Skill and Faculty of Underftanding than belongeth to the Beaſts of 
the Field; becaufe its natural Effence is of an higher Original than theirs. | 
1235. А troubled Mind therefore fhould by no Means ſuffer the Complexion to betray 
it into a Belief that God is not preſent with it, or willing to receive it. For the Soul 
feeding on fuch a defperate Conclufion as that, becometh exceedingly overwhelmed with 
Anguifh. | 

6 It is indeed a great Sin for the Mind to dwell on a Fancy fo vain and reproach- 
ful to God. For the Soul, which is a noble Creature, born out of God's Nature, is са 
thereby into great and needlefs Anxiety. The Phantafy or Imagination kindleth the 
Soul's Fire, fo that it burneth in the painful Source or Principle. 

127. Dear Mind, think no otherwife, when the anxious or painful Property of the 
Complexion is thus kindled, by the Conftellation or Influence of the Stars working in it, 
but that it proceedeth from that Cauſe alone, and from nothing elfe; as is really the 
Cafe. And confider at the fame Time, that thou then ſtandeſt as а Labourer in God's 
Vineyard, where thou fhouldtt labour and not ſtand idle, for thou doft God great Service 
thereby. And thine appointed Tafk is, to overcome the Temptation that affaulteth thee, 
jn and by a firm Faith, though perhaps no Comfort arifeth in thine outward Heart to 
encourage and fupport thee in the Combat. - = 
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128. But that thou mayeft not be difcouraged or deceived in this important Matter, 
obferve and remember, that true Faith doth not conſiſt in believing what thou frett or 
feeleſt; but true Faith is, to truft the hidden Spirit, and believe its Word againft 
Reafon, Senfe, and Nature, and that fo immoveably, as rather to let go thy Body's Life 
than thy Truft and Hold on its Promife. This is the Faith which wreftleth powerfully 
with God, as Jacob did, the whole Night. A Faith which neither feeth nor feeleth any 
Thing, xiu M m 2 оса оров di promifed Word. This is the Faith which 
overcomet „ as did that of Jacob, when it was faid to him; ] 
God and Man, and baf prevailed. ia F 

129. If thou акей, What Word or Promife I mean, I anfwer, It is This. My Father will 
give the Holy Spirit to them that afk bim for it, That fame Holy Spirit it is of which 
Chrift himfelf ао fpoke, faying : When be cometh, be will lead you into all Truth: For be 
will receive of mine, and make it known unto you. 

130. But that thou mayeft harbour no Doubt that this Temptation, Terror, and De- 
jection, proceed altogether from the Influence and Effect of the Complexion upon the 
Soul, I will fet an Inſtance or Cafe before thee, which may happen even to a chelerick or 
fiery Complexion, and much more to a melancholy or earthly one. 

131. If thou walkeft alone in any dark or difmal Place in the Night, thou art apt to 
be afraid, as thinking that there is fomewhat in the Dark that may affright thee. Now 
what Kind of Fear 15 this, and whence doth it arife? Is the Fleth afraid of Danger to 
itfelf ? No; for then it would not go thither. But it is the poor confined Soul, which is 
a Prifoner in the Flefh and in the Complexion, that is afraid in the Darkneſs. It hath 
always a Dread that the Devil may lay hold of it; for it knoweth that he dwelleth in the 
Darkneſs; and therefore is afraid that he will be catching at it. From which Circum- 
ftance and Confideration it is plain enough that the Fear cometh from the Phantafy or 
Imagination of the Soul, fojourning in the ftrange Lodging of the Complexion. 

132. Thus it goeth with the poor Soul, which is immured in the gloomy Chamber of 
Melancholy ; it is in fuch perpetual Terror and Dejection, that its Thoughts cannot ele- 
vate themfelves, but grovel and grope on in the Dark, and ftand in continual Fear of the 


Devil, and the Anger of God. 
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EE The Fifth Chapter. 


Containing Advice and Directions for a Soul environed with the 
| Melancholy Complexion. 


133. 0 SOUL enclofed and locked up in the melancholy Chamber fhovld 
33 5 p ly 


not by any Means fpeculate into, or meditate much upon God's 

i A РА Anger; or give itfelf up to Solitude; but converfe with People that 

Ка чое 6 аге of an ealy and {weet Temper, and pious Difpofition. For then 
AES the Soul impreffeth the Subject of fuch Difcourfes and Conferences 

on the Imagination and Memory. And being thus more pleafingly 

occupied, is diverted from thoíe deeper and fadder Speculations. For no decp Specu- 
lation is good or fit for a Soul in the State here defcribed, which it cannot turn to its 


Health and Benefit, and therefore it had better avoid fuch. 
Vor. IV. т 
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134. Neither fhould a Man thus complexioned read fuch Books as teach the Do&rine 
of а partial and perſonal Election. They all treat of that Article without Underſtand- 


- ing, and do not explain it according to the Senfe and Expreffion of the mystical Lan- 


guage of the holy Spirit, as is proved and made manifeſt in other of our Writings. - 

136. Neither fhould he perplex and diſtract his Mind with reading a Multitude and 
Variety of Books, but rather adhere folely and clofely to the holy Scriptures; in which 
he may find fteady and laſting Comfort. | | 

136. But if he be naturally indued by God with a Mind and Thoughts that are деер, 
inquifitive, and penetrating, fo that his Soul cannot forbear fearching; then let him in 
the Fear of God, and with conftant Prayer, feek for the Opening of the Centre of 
Nature in himfelf. For in the finding of that, the Soul will find Reſt. Becauſe it will 
therein fee its own Ground or Foundation, and then all Fear, Sorrow, and Sadnefs, will 
quickly vanifh away from it. . ў 

137. Of this I know from Experience how to fpeak with Certainty; and can there. 
fore fay, that he who hath thus found out the Centre of Nature, wanteth no other Know. 
ledge to confirm and eftablifh his Comfort. But no Man's own Self-Reafon, by its 
fharpeft Speculations, or higheſt natural Powers of Underſtanding, can attain it. God 
indeed barreth it from none, but it muft be fought in the Fear of God, and by inceſſant 
Striving, Watching, Prayer, and Perfeverance ; for it can only fo be found. It is the 
greateſt Treaſure in this World; whofoever findeth it, hath an eafy and prefent Deliver. 
ance from Babel. : | 

138. А melancholy Mind fhould with great Care avoid Drunkennefs ; that the Soul be 
not overloaded and oppreffed with the earthly Power. For when the Body thus burthen. 
eth itfelf with Liquor, then the earthly Power taketh inftant Poffeflion of the Com- 
plexion-Chamber, and then the Soul, entering thereinto with its Imagination, eateth of 
that earthly Source or Power, therewith kindleth its Fire, and rejoiceth ос refrefheth 
itfelf for a while therein. К. | . 

139. But when the earthly Virtue or Power of the Drink hath fpent itfelf, and the 
Man becometh fober again after his Drunkennefs, then doth the poor Soul feel itfelf as 
it were rejected or accurfed : For it hath loft in that Predominance of the earthly Qua- 


lity, the Divine Imaginatiqn or Deſire. 


140. For God's Spirit will not dwell in the earthly Imagination: And therefore frefh 
Sorrow and Lamentation arife in the Soul, from the awakened Senfe of God's Departure 
from it. It feemeth to itfelf to be reprobated or condemned. God's Anger doth fo fet itſelf 
againſt it, asif it would caſt it into the Root or Centre of Darknefs. This throweth the 
Soul into an horrible Depth of Anguifh. - To fly from which, the poor blind Sinner 
often reforteth to its Pot-Companions again, in order, by the Help of their noify Mirth, 
and the Power of Liquor, to drown the Power of God's Anger within it. And thus it 
cometh to pafs, that thele infatuated Drunkards, in their habitual Courfe of Merriment 
and Jollity, join one Day of Sin to another, and blindly throw their Souls into the earthly, 
and alfo into the hellifh, Darknefs, yea, into the Anger of God. This I fpeak with all 
Faithfulnefs as a moft certain Truth, of which 1 have a well-grounded Knowledge in the 
Centre of Nature, and deepeft Principle of Life. -— 

141. The melanckely Soul fhould alfo beware of Anger. For Anger is its greateft 
Poifon, and driveth it into Madnefs; as is clearly to be perceived and known in the 
Centre. For the melancholy Complexion is like the wild Earth, of whofe Nature or 
Property it partaketh ; being майе, hungry, empty, and barren; and aath but a very 
weak Hold on the great Wheel of Nature. ; 

142. Now if it happeneth that the fierce Fire of Anger is too vehemently excited or 
moved, then the Wheel of Nature turneth itfelf about with fuch an impetuous Whirl, 


that the Body is feen to tremble. And then the Complexion-Chamber being fo майе, 
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and void of Subftance, the Wheel cannot eafily ftop itfelf again, nor the Thoughts be 
reduced to due Order and Conſiſtency; but all run together in a wild Confufion, and 
fierce Tumult; fo that during this rapid Motion of the Wheel, the Mind cannot lay 
hold on, or fix the Thoughts, nor know what it fpeaketh or doeth ; às is continually to 
be feen in mad People. The Devil is alfo at hand here, and readily bringeth his Ima- 
gination into this diftracted State of the human Faculties, and thereby oftentimes caufeth 
much Mifchief to be done. | 

143. This Wheel indeed belongeth to, and ftandeth in, the outward Spirit; but the 

r Soul can, and often doth lay hold of it, and is thereby brought into moft dreadful 
iftrefs. Yet fhould no Man condemn any Soul in this Life-time; for the Sign of the 
Crofs ftandeth yet imprinted in it, and the Door of Grace open. 

144. The third Snare or Temptation which the melancholy Seul hath to beware and take 
heed of, or, if it be already entangled therein, with all poffible Hafte and Earneſtneſs to 
get out of, is Covetouſneſs. This corrupt Paſſion, or evil Property being as hurttul to 
it as that of Anger. 

145. For Covetoufnefs is an earthly Defire : This Complexion alfo is earthly ; and its 
Chamber being, as was faid, very empty and waſte, its Бейге doth naturally attract the 
earthly Subftance into its void Manfion, and thereby filleth it with that dark Matter; 
wherein Falfehood, Unrighteouſneſs, and all the other Evils refulting from the earthly 
Property or Nature, find a Place and lie enclofed, together with the fierce wrathful 
Principle, and the Anger of God. This maketh the Complexion, which is in itfelf an 
earthly Defire, to be at length thoroughly penetrated by, and totally fwallowed up in, 
the earthly Properties. Of which earthlinefs in the Complexion the poor Soul eating 
with its Imagination, feeleth afterwards in its Fire-Effence, or conftituent Principle of 
Life, the fevere Judgement of God. The fierce and tormenting Flame whereof is 
enkindled and maintained by the Falfchood and Unrighteoufnefs, which the Covetoufnefs 
had caufed, and introduced as fo much Fuel. 

146. Now when the poor Soul thus findeth itfelf burning in God's Anger, and encom- 
paffed with nothing but that Heap of earthly Evil, that Matter of Falfehood and 
Unrighteoufnefs, which is the Fuel of God's Anger, it beginneth to doubt and defpair 
of its Salvation. 

147. Seeing then the poor Soul involved in the melancholy Complexion ftandeth in the 
Midſt of fo many Dangers, there can be nothing better for it, than to lead as fimple, 
plain, and temperate a Life as may be, in a moderate Condition, wherein there is no 
Temptation to Pride. I fay, a fober, temperate, retired Life, free, if poffible, from a 
Multitude of worldly Cares. But if that Incumberance cannot be avoided, then the 

Fear of God and Prayer fhould begin and end all. With that Security all Conditions 
are right and fafe. > 

148. Indeed the Melancholy Chamber, thus furnifhed, is an excellent Counfel-Houfe. 
It hath a Door open towards Heaven. While it keepeth Sobriety, Moderation, and 
Watchfulneſs for its Guard, it réacheth or pierceth as deep as the Sanguine Chamber 
doth. But without the in-dwelling Fear of God, or the Divine Light conſtantly govern- 
ing and directing its Search, it attaineth nothing beyond the Sphere of outward or natural 
Reafog. Nay, if it ftandeth open in a Man who hath his Nativity in a Sign of which 
Saturn is Lord, he is capable of doing the greateft Mifchief in the World. Не buildeth 
Babel, and thereby deceiveth both himfelf and others, acquiring by his native Auftere- 
nefs and Severity great Power and Reverence to himfelf. 

149. Therefore if any Man knoweth himſelf to be under this Complexion, let him 

in nothing without Prayer. Let him commit and commend, before he undertaketh 
any Bufinefs of Moment, his Heart, Thoughts, and Mind, his Willing and Doing, 
| Т2 
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in the outward Nature. Yet is it rarely attended with a mild and fo 
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into the holy Hands of the Мой High; to be directed by his Wifdom, to the Perform- 
ance of his Will, in all his Willing and Doing. By this Means he may be an Inſtrument 
of much Good. But, without obferving this Rule of Conduct, none who are thus 
mplexioned, and have the Adminiftration of any Office or Place of publick Truft, can 
Hoi any Thing that is good, or well pleafing to God. | 


АЫ МЫ ДЫ” М Ыза Ыз ЫЫЫ OTANI OD ЫЧ ЫЫ, ЫЫЫ ын Ыз Ыым 
| | The Sixth Chapter. | 


Containing brief Advice to Souls under the other three Complexions, 
viz. the Cholerick, the Sanguine, and the Phlegmatick; making, 
with what goeth before, an Univerfal Mirrour or Looking-Gla/s ; 
wherein every one may fee himfelf. It is written juf as it was 

repreſented or fet forth, out of tbe Light of God's Grace, to the 
Eyes of the Author's Underflanding in the Spirit. 


I. Advice to the CHOLERICK. 


150. ИНЕ Мап who hath his beft Treafure, the noble and precious Soul, 


XH dwelling in a Cholerick Heufe, ſhould above all Things exerciſe him- 

T felf in Humility ; otherwite he ftandeth in very great Danger. He 

EN mult pour the Water of Humility into the Fire of his Complexion, 

FAG that his noble Image be not inflamed therewith. For the Soul in this 

| | Complexion is naturally fubject to the Rifings and Incurfions of Pride, 
Arrogance, ftern Severity, and fudden Anger, and is therefore apt to exalt itſelf; which 
caufeth it rather to be feared than loved, unleſs the Divine Water of God, the noble 


‘Humility, defcendeth and entereth into its Fire. Then indeed doth the Fire of the 


Soul break forth into its original Love-Flame, which giveth a bright and amiable Light, 


and attracteth to it the Affections of all Men. 


151. For this Chamber or Complexion of the Soul hath a fhining Luftre of its own 

fe Temper, unlefs it 
hath Jupiter or Venus in the Sign of Life, or Lord of the Afcendant in its Nativity. 
Though under Venus it hath its peculiar Devil, which plagueth it Day and Night with 


° Temptations to Unchaſtity. 


152. And] muft needs give Warning, that there is great Danger in this Complexion; 
yea, much greater than in the melancholy. For here the Devil cometh in the Form of an 
Angel of Light. In the native Fire-Glance or Luftre of this Complexion he tickleth 
the poor Soul with the flattering and pleafing Senfe of the complexional Light, fo that 
it comforteth and fupporteth itfelf therewith, and thereupon groweth bold, high-minded, 
and prefumptuous. Whence it payeth but little Regard to any Reftraint or Obligation, 
and ſwalloweth down without much Reluctance or Remorfe, the poifoned Baits of Sin. 

153. Swearing, Curfing, and light, fcurrilous, and laſcivious Difcourfe, which are all 


quite contrary to the holy Name and pure Nature of God, and prophane it in the Soul, 


are not ſeldom but frequently practifed in this Chamber. The wrathful Effence of the 
Fire fo elevateth and beareth up thc Mind, that it can very hardly be brought to fink 
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down, through Repentance and Abftinence from Sin, into а due Meafure of Divine 
Love and Meekneſs. 

154. Its natural Will would rather dwell and continue in the angry Principle, and 
carry all before it by Terror, and keep all Men in Fear of it. If moreover the Man’s 
Nativity happeneth to be in an earthly Sign, then from the natural Bent of his Inclination, 
he is not diſpoſed or likely to do much for the Glory of God, or the Good of Men. 

155. Whofoever therefore hath his beſt Treafure locked up in this fiery Storehoufe, 
had need be very careful and circumfpect both over his inward Life, and outward 
Actions. For the poor deluded Soul caſteth its Imagination into this Complexion, and 
becometh inflamed with the Fire of it, not being aware that it fitteth all the while in the 
Anger of God, even in the Hellith Fire ; till that Fire itfelf awaken, or till it cometh 
to be deprived of the outward Fire-Glance, or Luftre in the Complexion, by the Death 
of the Body. And then it firft findeth itfelf to be a proud, fierce, wrathful Devil, 
which muft take up its future Abode in the Eternal Darkneſs. 

156. Ic is advifeable therefore for a cholerick Man not to feek and labour after 

worldly Greatnefs, Power, or Honour; but, if in the Way of Divine Providence, they 
fhould fall to his Lot, then not to pleafe his Imagination with reflecting and dwelling 
upon them. For a Soul thus complexioned hath naturally an evil proud Fire- Eye, eaſy 
to be inflamed. A conftant Practice of humble and earneſt Prayer is here very neceſſary, 
as being the Soul’s beft Security againft the Danger which furroundeth it. 
157. The Soul in the fiery Might of this Complexion is likewife eafily elevated into 
Joy, but it is merely a natural Joy, arifing out of the Complexion's Fire, which yet it 
fuppofeth to be a Fruit of the Holy Spirit. But it is no fuch Thing. God's Holy 
Spirit, when it revealeth or manifefteth itfelf in the Soul, cometh always with great 
Meeknefs, Humility, and Calmnefs, like the {mall Rill Voice of God to Elijjab. 

158. O what a bleffed Triumph and Fulnefs of Satisfaction and Joy. doth that Divine: 
Gueft bring into the Fire-Complexion of the Soul, when he maketh his. Appearance in 
it. But this very rarely happeneth to Man now. The Complexion hath fo. much, and. 
fo generally che Predominance. 

159. Therefore, thou that art cholerick, take Advice and Warning. Be humble, 

refs diligently after Meeknefs in Words and Works, fo fhall not the Complexion en- 
Lindie and enflame thy Soul with the hellifh Fire. For God loveth an bumble Heart. 

160. Thou art not by Reafon of thy Complexion at all the farther from God, only 
take Care that thou doft not mifapply it, but make a right Ufe of its good, and be- 
ware of its evil, Property and Tendency. Mortify and fubdue thine own Will, Let 
all be done to the Glory ef God, and then nothing can hurt thee. 


Advice to the SANGUINE. 


161. Thou mayeft very well live a right Life according to-this Complexion alfo. 
only let it not make a Hypocrite of thee. By Reafon of the Depth of thy Compre- 
henfion thou art capable of much Knowledge; fee that thou doft not bring Straw and 
Stubble into the Sanguine Chamber, and miſtake it for the Holy Spirit. For thou haft 
alfo in this Complexion a fhining Light, which yet is only human and natural. But 
take Care that thou defileft not this fair Complexion of thine by letting Earthlinefs. 
into it. | ‘ 

162. A fober, temperate Life is proper for thee. Beware of Drunkennefs, for that 
will throw thee at once into thine Enemy's Arms. And as thou art of a loving Nature, 
take Heed alfo of fetting thine Affections on carnal and impure Objects, or the Pride: 
and Pomp of Life. . 
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163. For although chou art naturally of an humble, gentle Difpofition, yet art thou 
very fufceptible of Pride; becaufe thou carrieft about thee an Harbour or Recepracle 
for the Influence of all the Stars, as the Air and upper Water doth; of whofe Nature 
and Property thou art a Partaker. E к» а баң | | 
164. If thou wile enter into the Fear of God, and live in and according to it, 
thou mayeſt very well come to the Knowledge of the Great Myftery ; not indeed of thy- 
felf, or through the Searching and Operation of thine own intellectual Faculties, but 
through the gracious Revelation of God in and to thee. For thou haft a more light. 
fome Chamber, and a more open Door to it, than have the other Complexions. 

Therefore take Care with what Kind of Food thou feedeſt thy Soul. For there js 
nothing fo good but it may become evil, if Evil be introduced into it. 

165. If Men defpife thee, regard it not; but truft in God. For this will often befall 
thee from the World, by Reafon of the gentle Simplicity of thy Difpofition. But do 
thou preferve thyfelf in that Simplicity, and have nothing to do with Artifice and Craft, 
left thou bring into thy noble Houfe a ftrange and hurtful Spirit. 


`. Remember that good old Diſtich, | wae Rae 
| | i €t! Ик 5d. d 


is better here to fuffer Scorn, WELLE рН 
Than after this Life be forlorn.” 5 


166. If thou addicteſt thyſelf to Drunkenneſs, then will the Devil introduce much 
Evil into that delicate and tender Complexion of thine. Which he naturally hateth, 
becauſe he hath no proper Right or Power therein; nor can have, till he acquireth it by 
the Introduction of Sin. ^ 

,167. A fimple, private, quiet Life is beft for thee. Thou art of a wide Compre- 
henfion, and a light wandering Fancy; receptive of many Impreffions, and as ready to 
let them all go again, like the Air, which thou refembleft. But watch well what thou 
letteft into, and giveſt out of, thy Soul, that it be not the Iffue of a ftarry Influence, 
but a genuine Birth or Fruit of God's Spirit in thee. Elfe thou wilt deceive both thy- 
ſelf and others. ; | “ 
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Advice to the PHLEGMATICK. ` 


168. Inward Truth and Righteoufnefs were a noble and precious Medicine for thee, 
who art naturally full of Falíchood ; and little regardeſt what thou giveſt forth, or re- 
ceiveft into thee. Poor Soul, thou haft in this Complexion a Sea of Danger and Mifery 
to wade through. For thou art inclined to defile thyfelf with much Sin, both in Words 
and Deeds. 

169. Water hath a clear Luftre or Tranfparency in itfelf, and giveth, from its fmooth 
and fhining Surface, the Reflexion, and fhadowy Image of Things; yet is it but a falfe 
ee And fuch a falfe Mirrour or. Looking-Glaís hath the poor Soul in this Com- 
plexion. | | 

The Water readily receiveth all Things into itfelf, whether they be evil or good; 
which it retaineth, and darkeneth itfelf withal. So likewife doth this Complexion. It 
admitteth all the poifonous Beams, or Influence of the Stars into its Imagination, and 
prefenteth them to the View of the poor deluded Soul as in a Mirrour. Which Bait the 
Soul, miftaking the Shadow for a Subftance, biteth at and fwalloweth, and afterwards 


frameth its inward and outward Life according to that Image or Model, which the 


magic Power of the Complexion hath received and reprefenteth to it. 
170. О what fmooth Words, like fweet Water, doth it freely and gracioufly give 
forth! {weet and fair to Appearance, yet fecretly marred with a Dath of bitter Gall from 
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the Influence of the Stars. There is no Kind of Deceit fo great as that which lieth hid 
in this Complexion. Falfehood and Hypocrify are its Mantle or Cloak. With the 
bright Luſtre or ſhining of its watery Mirrour it maketh a fair Show of Religion, and 
would fain pafs for a good Chriftian and true Servant of God, though it dwelleth all the 
while in Babel, 

171. Thou doft not eafily of thyfelf difcover the Iniquity of thy Ways ; but if a Man 


come near thee with a Spark of the true Light, thou mayeſt fee it clearly enough in thy 


Mirrour, which can receive it. The beft Advice that can be given thee is, to learn to 
know and acknowledge how continually thou doft fin; and the beft Thing that thou 
canſt do is, to enter into fincere Repentance, and to pray earneſtly to God for the Guide- 
ance and Government of his Holy Spirit, that the evil Defire and Influences of the Con- 
ftellation may be broken, and hindered from poffeffing thy Soul, and driving it into 
fuch Folly and Mifery. 

172. A fober temperate Courfe of Life would be Health and Soundnefs to thee; to- 
gether with Perfeverance in Watching in Prayer, and in the Fear of God. By thefe 
Means mayeft thou be preſerved from all the Evil, both of thy Complexion, and the 
Conftellation. 

He who is actuated only by thofe Principles, liveth only the Life of a Beaft. But 
when a Man impreffeth the Fear of God in his Heart, and fetteth it up there as his 
Ruler, then the Soul becometh a Lord over the outward Life, and forceth it to ſubmit 
to its Di&ates. Otherwiſe, if that be not done, then is the Complexion Mafter and 
Guide of the Soul. Which though indeed it cannot govern by its own Strength or 
Power; yet it ſetteth its Elementary and Starry Looking-Glafs before the Soul, into 
which the Soul fpeculateth, and caſteth its Imagination, and ſuffereth itſelf to be capti- 
vated therewith. ' 

173. The Conclufion of the whole Matter is this, that feeing thefe Things are fo, a 
Man fhould be a Man, and not a Beaft. He fhould govern himíelf like a Man, with 
his better Part the Soul, not with the brutifh Inftin& of the Complexion ; and fo may he 
attain the Higheft and Eternal Good, let his natural Complexion be what it will. And on 
the other Side, there is no Complexion fo noble, but that it is open to the evil Influence 
of the Stars, and the Wiles of the Devil. So that if a Man will live only to the Con- 
ftellation, the Devil will certainly take his Range and Paflime in it. 

174. Therefore that Precept of St. Peter's is a feafonable and proper Piece of Advice 
to all Complexions: Be fober and watchful, for your Adverfary tbe Devil goeth about as a 
rearing Lion, feeking whom be may devour, Whom гейі, ſtedfaſtly in the Faith, or through 
the Grace of God, and be at no Time fecure, or carelefs of his Temptations, 


O Lord, Thou art our Refuge. 


151. 
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